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lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. Marisa was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People 
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC, 
where she will participate in daily educational 
activities focused on leadership. 

Marisa’s academic excellence, community 
involvement and leadership potential make her 
a worthy participant. She should be proud to 
be a model citizen amongst the youth in her 
community and my congressional district. 

Madam Speaker, I am confident Marisa will 
use the skills she gains from People to People 
International as tools for the betterment of her 
community and our Nation. I respectfully urge 
you to join me in commending Marisa on this 
monumental achievement. 
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HONORING SOUTH DAKOTANS 
FIGHTING WIDESPREAD FLOODING 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to the many South 
Dakotans who have helped fight the effects of 
widespread flooding throughout the northeast 
and southeast portions of the state in recent 
weeks. 

About one month ago, South Dakota faced 
the threat of significant damage and cost due 
to flooding. The northeast and southeast por-
tions of the state had high water tables and 
the winter’s snow was beginning to melt. That 
meant rising water on our rivers and creeks 
and a danger of flooding that threatened our 
agricultural economy, roads and homes. 

But South Dakotans didn’t flinch in the face 
of these developments. Instead they banded 
together as they always do and developed 
plans to mitigate the worst of the dangers and 
deal with the smaller inconveniences. 

County emergency managers worked with 
state officials from the Department of Public 
Safety and Office of Emergency Management. 
Red Cross volunteers worked with mayors of 
small towns. The National Guard mobilized to 
help the city of Aberdeen, and the Civil Air Pa-
trol scouted flood damage from the air. Local 
law enforcement officials and the South Da-
kota Department of Game, Fish and Parks, as 
well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department, 
patrolled and offered assistance to those in 
danger. And neighbors worked with and for 
each other, filling sandbags to protect their 
homes and their communities. 

Our federal partners did their share as well. 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
helped train state Office of Emergency Man-
agement staff in the weeks before the heavi-
est flood activities and has already begun as-
sisting the state in planning for recovery oper-
ations. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
stepped up with a levee project to protect the 
city of Watertown, completing it on time and 
amidst concerns over flooding. 

Today, I am proud to report that, while the 
danger is not entirely past and there remains 
much recovery work to do, South Dakota once 
again has come together to successfully meet 
a challenge head on. 

We still have some roads closed, dozens of 
homes suffered some flooding damage and it 
may be some time until we can determine the 

extent of the damage. But we have, so far, 
avoided the kinds of catastrophic damage that 
was feared. 

Madam Speaker, I remain proud as ever to 
represent the people of South Dakota and 
their enduring ability to rise to whatever chal-
lenge they must. I offer my sincere thanks to 
all who worked so hard to limit the effects of 
this flooding. 
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RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sunday, March 21, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
opposition to H.R. 3590, The Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act, and H.R. 4872, 
The Health Care and Education Affordability 
Reconciliation Act of 2010. These severely 
misguided bills authorize $1.2 trillion in new 
mandatory spending over the next decade, im-
pose costly unfunded mandates on States, in-
crease taxes on small businesses and families 
by more than $500 billion over ten years, and 
provide a clear path for federal funding of 
abortions. 

Both President Obama and Speaker PELOSI 
have talked about the ‘‘historic’’ nature of their 
health care legislation. While they claim to be 
acting upon the unrealized goals of a century 
of past Presidents and Congresses to expand 
health care access to all Americans, the real 
history that’s being made by the passage of 
the legislation is less inspiring. Rather than 
seeking a national consensus to forge a truly 
historic, and badly needed reform of American 
health care, the President and the Speaker in-
stead cynically crafted alone a one-sided, 
purely partisan bill that ignores the desires of 
the majority of the people. 

Unlike the Social Security and Medicare 
Acts which enjoyed strong bipartisan support 
in their day, the President and the Speaker’s 
health care legislation, which will impact nearly 
one-sixth of the economy, did not see one sin-
gle Republican vote in support of their effort. 
Furthermore, 34 members of their own party 
joined Republicans in opposing this blatant 
power grab, dressed up as health care reform. 

The reason for this lopsided vote is clear. 
The Democrat health care plan facilitates a 
backdoor takeover of American health care. 
The Federal Government would force small 
businesses and even individuals to buy health 
coverage or face stiff penalties. This mandate 
may well be unconstitutional and, in many 
states, including my State of Alabama, there 
are already attempts to challenge this in court. 

This $1.2 trillion health care scheme will in-
crease federal deficits by $59 billion over the 
next ten years, while inflicting a painful com-
bination of Medicare cuts and tax increases, 
affecting millions of seniors, families and small 
businesses. 

Ironically, the elderly—the most vulnerable 
to high medical costs—will suffer the loss of 
$200 billion from the popular Medicare Advan-
tage program, upon which over 170,000 Ala-
bama seniors rely. In all, a total of $500 billion 
will be taken from Medicare to pay for the 
broad health care expansion. 

But that’s not all. This bill will also, for the 
first time, levy Medicare taxes on investment 

income. It imposes a new tax of 3.8 percent 
on unearned income. 

Small businesses would also be forced to 
provide a government-approved level of cov-
erage or face a $2,000 penalty per employee. 
Businesses already providing coverage would 
face the same penalties if the government 
deems the coverage ‘‘unaffordable.’’ 

What’s more, individuals would also have to 
buy government-approved insurance—whether 
they want it or not—or face fines. The IRS will 
become the health care enforcement agency, 
hiring up to 16,000 new workers to ensure that 
everyone buys federally approved coverage. 

The Democrat health care bill will also place 
an unfunded mandate on States to expand 
Medicaid rolls. In my State, it will move an ad-
ditional 400,000 people into an already cash- 
strapped Alabama Medicaid program. Ala-
bama will have to come up with an additional 
$61 million annually to sustain this mandatory 
expansion of Medicaid, which will cost State 
and Federal taxpayers a total of nearly $1.1 
billion a year. As Governor Bob Riley recently 
said, ‘‘I am deeply concerned that sustaining 
this level of coverage would translate into a 
substantial tax increase on the people of Ala-
bama.’’ 

Equally troubling is this health care bill’s 
green light for the federal funding of abortions. 
Despite the President’s Executive Order bar-
ring the use of any Federal funds for abortion, 
there is no permanent prohibition over using 
Federal funds to pay for abortions. Whatever 
deal Rep. BART STUPAK and his group think 
they may have struck with the President, it 
does not carry the force of law. Executive or-
ders are signed by the President and they can 
be revoked by the President—and frequently, 
they are. 

Mr. Speaker, Republicans have been shut 
out of the President’s and your health care bill 
from the beginning. We offered to sit down 
and start from scratch to write a bill the Amer-
ican people could actually support, including 
the ability to buy insurance across State lines, 
give small businesses the power to pool cov-
erage, and address liability lawsuit abuse. The 
Congressional Budget Office said the Repub-
lican health care plan would increase access 
to care, lower premiums by up to ten percent 
and reduce the Federal deficit by $68 billion 
over ten years. Sadly, this kind of real reform 
was all but ignored by the administration and 
the Congress. 

This is truly a sad day for this House and 
for our country. Americans wanted and de-
serve so much more than a cynical push for 
bigger government. I am committed to sup-
porting efforts to fix this badly flawed legisla-
tion and replace it with true health care reform 
that Americans can support. 
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HONORING DELANEY NELSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Delaney Nelson, a very special young 
lady who has exemplified the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. Delaney was re-
cently invited to attend a People to People 
World Leadership Forum in Washington, DC, 
where she will participate in daily educational 
activities focused on leadership. 
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